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STATEMENT OF SENATOR MAX BAUCUS
FOR MEMORIAL DAY SERVICES
GLASGOW, MONTANA
MAY 28, 1984
"REMEMBERING THE SOLDfER" paw
LLOYD EIDE, MAYOR ZELLER,. FELLOW CITIZENS, OVER THE WEEKEND,
THE UNKNOWN VIET NAM SOLDIER HAS BEEN LYING IN STATE IN THE
CAPITAL ROTUNDA- AND THOUSANDS OF AMERICANS HAVE FILED BY TO PAY
THEIR RESPECTS-
TODAY, IN ARLINGTON CEMETERY, THAT VIETNAM SOLDIER WAS
BURIED IN THE TOMB OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER.
THE TOMB OF THE UNKNOWN SOLDIER IS ONE OF THIS NATION'S MOST
MOVING SYMBOLS- ON THAT TOMB IS INSCRIBED: "HERE RESTS IN
HONORED GLORY, AN AMERICAN SOLDIER KNOWN BUT BY GOD."
THAT TOMB IS A NATIONAL SYMBOL OF ALL THOSE WHO DIED FOR
THIS COUNTRY-
AND TODAY IS A NATIONAL DAY OF GRATITUDE-.-TO THEM AND TO
THEIR FAMILIES-
SIMILAR CEREMONIES ARE BEING HELD ALL OVER AMERICA. HERE IN
GLASGOW AND IN COMMUNITIES ALL OVER THE COUNTRY---
- THOSE TOWNS AND VILLAGES THAT HAVE SENT SOME OF THEIR OWN
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OFF TO FIGHT AND DIE.
AND THIS DAY, MEMORIAL DAY, IS IMPORTANT...
TO LET THEIR FAMILIES AND FRIENDS KNOW THAT WE HAVE NOT
FORGOTTEN THEM.
BUT ALSO TO EXPLAIN TO OUR CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN HOW
PRECIOUS OUR LIBERTY IS-
NO ONE CAN FULLY APPRECIATE THAT PRECIOUS LIBERTY WITHOUT
REMEMBERING THAT MANY AMONG US AND MANY WHO PRECEDED US RISKED
THEIR LIVES AND IN SOME CASES, GAVE THEIR LIVES, TO KEEP THAT
LIBERTY SECURE-
MONTANA'S CONTRIBUTION
WE IN MONTANA HAVE DONE MORE THAN OUR FAIR SHARE OF
CONTRIBUTING TO THAT SECURITY.
PRESIDENT MCKINLEY ASKED 500 MONTANANS TO VOLUNTEER FOR THE
SPANISH- AMERICAN WAR.
1,400 MONTANANS RESPONDED-
ONE OF THEM WAS JOE MONTGOMERY OF LEWISTOWN.
JOE WAS HONORED LAST YEAR AS THE OLDEST VETERAN IN THE
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UNITED STATES.
AND ON THIS MEMORIAL DAY, AS WE HONOR ALL VETERANS, WE
SHOULD REMEMBER JOE MONTGOMERY WHO DIED EARLIER THIS YEAR-
IN EVERY OTHER WAR SINCE THE ONE JOE FOUGHT IN, MONTANA HAS
GIVEN MORE THAN ITS EXPECTED SHARE.
IN WORLD WAR I, MONTANANS LIKE "C-0-" CHRISTENSEN OF
GLASGOW, WHO IS NOW 95 YEARS OLD, SERVED THIS NATION WITH GREAT
DISTINCTION.
AND IN OUR NATION'S MOST RECENT WAR, 259 MONTANANS WERE
KILLED IN VIET NAM. AND THERE REMAIN 11 M-I-A-.s
WE IN MONTANA ARE PROUD OF THE MEN AND WOMEN WHO HAVE
REPRESENTED US IN THE ARMED SERVICES-
TODAY IS THEIR DAY TO BE HONORED---
AND WE HONOR THEM-
BUT WE MUST DO MORE.
A FITTING MEMORIAL
IT WAS ABRAHAM LINCOLN WHO WROTE:
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"IT IS FOR US, THE LIVING, RATHER TO BE DEDICATED HERE
TO THE UNFINISHED WORK WHICH THEY WHO FOUGHT HERE HAVE THUS
FAR SO NOBLY ADVANCED.
FOR IS TO BE HERE DEDICATED TO THE GREAT TASK REMAINING
BEFORE US -- THAT FROM THESE HONORED DEAD WE TAKE INCREASED
DEVOTION TO THAT CAUSE FOR WHICH THEY GAVE THE LAST FULL
MEASURE OF DEVOTION-"
LINCOLN'S WORDS REMIND US WHAT OUR "MEMORIAL" SHOULD BE:
0 To CONTINUE TO PRESERVE THE LIBERTY THEY FOUGHT FOR.
O AND TO BE CERTAIN WE ARE STRONG ENOUGH TO DEFEND THOSE
LIBERTIES.
IT IS TROUBLING TO ME THAT IN 1984, OUR COUNTRY IS HEADED IN
DIRECTIONS THAT MAKE THAT LIBERTY LESS SECURE-
AND THAT IS WHAT I WANTED TO DISCUSS WITH YOU BRIEFLY TODAY.
BOLSTERING OUR CONVENTIONAL FORCES
AS WE LOOK AROUND THE WORLD.THER ARE MANY "TROUBLE SPOTS" WE
MUST BE CONCERNED ABOUT:
0 THE PERSIAN GULF
0 THE MIDDLE EAST
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0 CENTRAL AMERICA
IN EACH OF THOSE AREAS, AND IN OTHERS, WE HAVE TO BE
PREPARED TO DEFEND OUR INTERESTS IN A VARIETY OF WAYS:
0 TO RESCUE OUR CITIZENS
0 TO DISPLAY STRENGTH THROUGH A NAVAL PRESENCE, OR
0 TO.SHOW A RESOLVE THROUGH JOINT MILITARY EXERCISES.
THESE MANEUVERS REQUIRE CAPABLE AND TRAINED SOLDIERS LIKE
THE ONES WE HONOR TODAY.
AND THEY REQUIRE DEPENDABLE EQUIPMENT, WEAPONS AND
AMMUNITION TO SUPPORT THOSE PERSONNEL.
THESE ARE THE TWO BASIC ELEMENTS OF OUR "CONVENTIONAL
FORCES"
AND IT'S THESE FORCES THAT PROVIDE US WITH THE CAPABILITY TO
MEET THE CHALLENGES WE FACE TODAY.
UNFORTUNATELY, THAT CAPABILITY -IS BEING THREATENED.
IT'S BEING THREATENED BECAUSE THIS COUNTRY IS NEGLECTING ITS
CONVENTIONAL FORCES.
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AND WE ARE SPENDING TOO LITTLE ON THE TRAINING AND SUPPORT.
OF OUR SOLDIERS.
NEXT YEAR'S DEFENSE BUDGET CALLS FOR A 37 PERCENT INCREASE
IN NUCLEAR, STRATEGIC FORCES...
- AND ONLY A 9 PERCENT INCREASE IN FUNDS FOR CONVENTIONAL
y FORCES-
C4iTr THESE PRIORITIES ARE WRONG-
WE SHOULD BE SPENDING MORE ON OUR CONVENTIONAL FORCES:
0 INCREASED NUMBERS OF MILITARY PERSONNEL
0 BETTER PAY SCALES FOR PERSONNEL
O INCREASED FUNDING FOR TRAINING AND PREPAREDNESS
0 MORE AMMUNITION PROCUREMENT
0 INCREASED RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT OF SIMPLE AND
EFFECTIVE COMBAT WEAPONS
ALL OF THESE COMPONENTS OF OUR CONVENTIONAL FORCES NEED
INCREASED FUNDING...
- AND INSTEAD THESE AREAS ARE BEING CUT BACK WULFR
S W
WE, AS AMERICANS, NEED TO REVERSE THIS TREND.
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WE NEED TO GET BEHIND AN EFFORT TO REARRANGE OUR DEFENSE
SPENDING PRIORITIES-
AND IT IS VERY APPROPRIATE THAT WE DISCUSS SUCH AN EFFORT
TODAY-
BECAUSE AS WE HONOR THE SOLDIERS OF THE PAST WE SHOULD
COMMIT OURSELVES TO SUPPORTING OUR SOLDIERS OF TODAY.
CONCLUSION
IT WAS FRANKLIN ROOSEVELT WHO SAID IN ONE OF HIS FIRESIDE
CHATS:
"WE BUILD AND DEFEND NOT FOR OUR GENERATION ALONE-
WE DEFEND THE FOUNDATION LAID BY OUR FATHERS-
WE BUILD A LIFE FOR GENERATIONS YET UNBORN".
LET US TODAY DO BOTH:
O LET US HONOR, AND BE FAITHFUL TO THOSE BRAVE
MONTANA SOLDIERS WHO HAVE PRECEDED US.
O AND AS A TRIBUTE TO THEM LET US DEVELOP AND DEFEND A
SOUND FOUNDATION FOR OUR CHILDREN AND GRANDCHILDREN.
A FOUNDATION T4 OF:
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0 STRONG CONVENTIONAL FORCES
0 A COMMITMENT TO MUTUAL AND VERIFIABLE ARMS CONTROL , o/
OEoi<; GFiTN
0 A CONTINUED F! OF THE LIBERTY WE ALL CHERISH.
A
A DEDICATION TO SUCH A FOUNDATION IS THE BEST WAY TO
REMEMBER OUR SOLDIERS.
AND IT IS THE MOST FITTING MEMORIAL WE CAN LEAVE BEHIND.
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